i 350 Worthington Ridge 
1845 


Worthington Parsonage 

Built by Elishama Brandegee as Worthington Society 
(now Berlin Congregational) parsonage for Rev. 
James McDonald. 

Greek revival 


Worthington Historic District 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


Worthington Ecclesiastical Society Parsonage: On Worthington Ridge are two similar houses, 
built around 1845. Both houses are described by Catharine Melinda North in her History of 
Berlin (1916): The two houses standing next south of 
the new academy were built by Elishama Brandegee, the 
father of Dr. Elishama Brandegee. The one nearest the 
Academy, long the home of Dr. Brandegee and his family, 
was designed for the teacher and was occupied by Ariel 
Parish. The other, now the parsonage of the Second 
Congregational Church, strange to relate, was built to be 
used as a parsonage by the Rev. James McDonald,, who 
was settled here 1835-1837. The Second Congregational 
Church, now the Berlin Congregational Church, began as 
the Worthington Ecclesiastical Society.. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 196 


1845 Worthington Parsonage current owner: Worthington Ecclesiastical Greek revival 


This is one of two virtually identical houses built by Elishama Bran- 
degee, father of Dr. Elishama Brandegee, prominent 19th-century Berlin 
physician. This building was built about 1835 as the parsonage of 

the Second Congregational Church, a function it has retained to the 
present day. Its first inhabitant was Reverend James McDonald, } 
settled over the congregation from 1835 to 1837. Its historical sig- 
nificance rests on its longtime and continuing association with the 
Second Congregational Church, which has been an important institution 


in Berlin for more than 200 years. 
Sketch 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1800 current owner: Christopher Henning & Amy Prewcher 


Genealogy 


He was a captain in the Revolutionary War, served in General Spencer's Regiment, S. Wyllys Company in 
1775. He was the oldest of six children. He traded mostly in the West Indies and sailled his own vessels, 
one of which was the Minerva. He was part owner of this ship and it was captured by French privateers 
after the war. He lived on Worthington Ridge and acquired considerable land on the opposite side of the 
street. He was a member of the Harmony Lodge [Masonic], in 1792. Died at age 78. A Rev. marker is at 
his burial place. North. History of Berlin, p. 202-203 Beers: 1901He was a captain in the Revolutionary 
War, served in General Spencer's Regiment, S. Wyllys Company in 1775. He was the oldest of six 
children. He traded mostly in the West Indies and sailled his own vessels, one of which was the Minerva. 
He was part owner of this ship and it was captured by French privateers after the war. He lived on 
Worthington Ridge and acquired considerable land on the opposite side of the street. He was a member 
of the Harmony Lodge [Masonic], in 1792. Died at age 78. A Rev. marker is at his burial place. North. 
History of Berlin, p. 202-203 Beers: 1901 


Lucy: Mrs. Brandegee made a famous red silk dress with the intention, it was said, of presenting it to 
Martha Washington. She reared the silkworms herself, feeding them the mulberry leaves from the trees 
surrounding her home, spinning and dying the thread and sewing the gown which in the end was worn 
by Lucy Brandegee herself. In a 1975 article in the New Britain Herald the writer suggested that 
"comparing the size of the dress to portraits of our buxom first First Lady, it may have been deemed 
more tactful to keep the frock at home .. . [also] Lucy would have been more than 50 years old... 
seems unlikely that she would have undertaken such a project at that time." The gown was carefully 
wrapped and hidden from the light of day, but was presumed to be lost unitl it was found in the archives 
of the Stanley-Whitman House, now the Farmington Museum where it is on display. She was a widow at 
the time of her marriage to Brandegee. Died at age 76. North. History of Berlin, p. 203-204 New Britain 
Herald. May 3, 1975 


Elishama Brandegee (1754-1832) son of Jacob Brandegee & Abigail Dunham. He married in 1778 to Lucy 
Pumb (1751-1827). They had children including Sarah, Elishama Jr, and Jacob. They are buried in Maple 
Cemetery. 
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“YT 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) Worthington 
Ecclesiastical Society Parsonage 
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(Historic) Wor ington te 


Ecclesiastical Society Parsonage 


~ TOWN, CITY VILLAGE COUNTY 
: Hartford 
4 RE ND NUMBER (and: or location) 
< ; 
po 850 Worthington Ridge 16-1/102/44 
= |* O*FF) Worthington Ecclesiastical Society oO Fa 
Zz 878 Worthington Ridge, Berlin 06037 Public Private 
rat + USE (Present) (Historie) 
Parsonage Parsonage 
S ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VBIGLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE XPCAIN 
TO PUBLIC: ik) Yes ° 0 Yes L)no 
“STYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
Greek Revival c. 1845 
8. MA RIALS) (Indicate use or location when appropriate) 
h 
Clopboard (ollaswastecestaine OD) Brick fons’) Flushboarded facade 
i Wood Shingle 0 Aspholt Siding O Fieldstone 
[| Boord & Batten O Stucco O Cobblestone 
aa i [x] $:, zt" Brownstone foundation _ 
5, STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
x) Wood frame B Post and beam ‘el balloon 
i) Lood beoring masonry O Structural iron or steel 
O Other (Specify) 
TO. ROOF (Typ) 
Gable DO Flot O Monsard O Monitor 0 sowtooth 
Other 
z 0 Gombrel ci Shed OD Hip OD Round (Specify) 
° 
re (Material) 
= Roll 
o oO Wood Shingle Asphalt 0 Tin OD Slote &) Gable end to the street 
8 Other 


Oj Built up 0 Tile 
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27" x 69" 
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{x Aspholt shingle 
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2 if2 
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fa] Excellent Good 
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R 0 OUTBUILODI OR LAND 


C 5 
O Born OD Shed = Garage 
O Races 0 Shop DO Garden 


18 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


O Deteriorated 
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O Open land nee (x) Residential 
dus- 
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16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF GUILOING ANO SURROUNDINGS 


In Worthington Ridge Local Historic 
identical adjacent houses. 
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({X] ves []no}minor Victorian alterations, see #17 
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LD Scattered buildings visible from site 


k) High building density 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or extertor) 


The Worthington Ecclesiastical Society Parsonage has a three-bay flush- 
boarded facade with four fluted two-story Ionic pilasters. The right 
entry has a glazed transom and sidelights. The sidelight muntins 

are treated as narrow molded pilasters with plain blocks where they 
intersect the similarly decorated transom bar. ‘he entry is protected 
by an early-20th-century Colonial Revival porch with plain square posts 
and an open pediment. The original heavy paneled entry door features 
egg-and-dart molding. Windows are fitted with 2-over-2 sash and 

have broad projecting board lintels. The molded main roof cornice 

has a plain architrave and frieze separated by a central molding 

and shows a full return across the gable ends. The tympanum is clad 
in Victorian fishscale shingles and has a single round-headed attic 
light. The right elevation has a two-story one-bay (continued) 
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HI ORICAL OR RCHI U Ll POR N 


This is one of two virtually identical houses built by Elishama Bran- 
degee, father of Dr. Elishama Brandegee, prominent 19th-century Berlin 
physician. This building was built about 1835 as the parsonage of 

the Second Congregational Church, a function it has retained to the 
present day. Its first inhabitant was Reverend James McDonald, 
settled over the congregation from 1835 to 1837. Its historical sig- 
nificance rests on its longtime and continuing association with the 
Second Congregational Church, which has been an important institution 
in Berlin for more than 200 years. 


The Second Congregational Church Parsonage is architecturally signi- 
ficant as one of the finest and best-preserved examples of Greek 
Revival architecture in Berlin. Greek Revival features include the 
flush-board facade and the wide projécting board window lintels (both 
intended to mimic masonry construction), the fluted Ionic (continuec. ) 


——— 


1869 Atlas 
North, p. 186 


Worthington Ecclesiastical Society Parsonage 


17. (continued): 


cross-gable projection with a cornice treatment similar to that on 
the facade; the left elevation has a one-story gabled Victorian bay 
window and a later two-story framed-in porch. At the rear are a 
number of parallel extensions. 


19, (continued) : 


pilasters, and the classical entablature and full pediment of the 
main roof cornice. All these features, along with the gable-to- 
street orientation, were meant to suggest the massing and construction 
of a classical Greek temple. The Greek Revival style, which reached 
its zenith in the 1830s and 1840s, was the most popular of many 
19th-century revival styles, and is regarded by most architectural 
historians as the first style to achieve nationwide prominence in 
the United States. Later alterations to the building, such as the 
Victorian decorative shingles and the c.1900 Colonial Revival entry 
porch, do not detract in amy major way from its architectural 
significance. 


